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capturing Burgoyne's provisions and boats, and pouring a
cross-fire upon our panic-stricken men, who were caught like
rats in a trap. At last Burgoyne bowed to the inevitable, and
to escape annihilation agreed to surrender. On October 16,
a broken and despairing man, he handed his sword to General
Gates, and a British army of about 7,000 men became prisoners
of war. In addition, forty-three guns and thousands of muskets
fell into the hands of the Americans. Such a defeat was almost
unparalleled hi the history of British soldiers, and the sur-
render at Saratoga was the heaviest blow which England had
suffered in her Colonial Empire.

CHAPTER XXIX
THE VALLEY FORGE

FROM this time onwards the tide of war turned in favour
of the Americans, though at times they went through dark
days in the southern states when the revolution seemed
stamped out, only to break forth again under the influence of
Washington's ceaseless energy. But they were now reinforced
by powerful allies. Benjamin Franklin had gone as an envoy
to Paris to seek an alliance with the French nation, the
hereditary enemies of England. Cheery, straightforward,
shrewd old man as he was, he produced a very favourable
impression at the Court of Louis XVL, and with the object of
striking a blow at Great Britain through her colonies, and
seeking revenge for the loss of Canada, the French Govern-
ment willingly listened to Franklin's proposals,

A gallant young nobleman named Lafayette volunteered to
command a French army in America, and there was tremendous
enthusiasm when he set off fOIL the Nerv World, with some of
the veteran regiments of France. Little though they knew it
at the time, the young aristocrats who followed Lafayette with
so much zeal for the cause .of American liberty were helping